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IDIA: AN INTRODUCTION

IDIA (Increasing Diversity by Increasing Access to legal education) is a pan-India
movement to train underprivileged students and help transform them into
leading lawyers and community advocates. IDIA is premised on the notion that
access to premier legal education empowers marginalized communities and helps
them help themselves.

The project is run on the backbone of highly passionate student volunteers from
various law schools, who travel across the length and breadth of India to identify
marginalised students with aptitude for the study of law. It then trains these
selected students through a rigorous program for the leading law entrance
examinations, such as CLAT (Common Law Admission Test) and AILET (All India
Law Entrance Test).

Once selected to the top law schools, IDIA arranges for sponsorships/scholarships
and mentorship schemes to help candidates blossom to their full potential and
take their rightful places as leading lawyers and community advocates.

As with previous years, IDIA repeated its modest strike rate this year as well. 8
IDIA Scholars have secured seats in the fourth CLAT allotment list, and 2 IDIA
Scholars have cracked the AILET to secure a seat in NLU Delhi! Here are the
profiles of the IDIA Scholars who have cracked CLAT, with praiseworthy ranks.
These Scholars grew up amidst adverse poverty and yet demonstrated a
wonderful optimism of spirit that saw them sail through CLAT and perform with
aplomb. They hail from diverse backgrounds, and yet are united in their avowed
aim to change society for the better through their shot at legal education, as can
be seen from their profiles below.

Updated as on 27t June 2017, in accordance with the 4" Allotment List released by the CLAT
authority.



OUR SCHOLAR PROFILES I I A

ANOOP KUMAR

Anoop has overcome many
hurdles with hard work and
determination to fulfil his dreams.
He was born in Gardih, a small
town in Jharkhand, where his
father works as a farmer, and his
mother is a homemaker. His
father’s monthly income
fluctuates between a mere
INR 3,000 - 6,000 per month, with
which he supports their family of
five. Anoop was born with a visual
impairment, and shifted to Delhi
to pursue his education at the
tender age of seven due to lack of
opportunities in his home town.

His zeal for education even at that

young age was so unrelenting,
that he stayed alone, away from his family in a new city. Recognising his potential,
the National Association for the Blind (NAB) supported him in pursuing his
education. Determined to pursue mainstream education, he quickly learnt Braille
and also learnt to use assistive technology. Then, through hard earned
scholarships, he went on to study in two of Delhi’s top schools.

Anoop has always been interested in activism, and in learning about his legal
rights. Even as a student, he worked with organisations like “Young Voices” and
“Radar”. He has written articles on problems faced by people with visual
impairments. He trained with the IDIA Delhi Chapter along with an online course
from our affiliate partner LST. He has been one of the most hardworking IDIA
trainees. Anoop hopes to make a difference in society by becoming a judge. He
knows his path will be replete with challenges, but he is determined to conquer all
odds to fulfil his dream!

Anoop Kumar secured a seat in AILET under the persons with disabilities category.
He secured a seat at NLU Delhi.

NLU Delhi generously provides fee waivers for IDIA Scholars. Other costs such as
nominal living expenses, internship expenses, etc. are around INR 1 lakh per annum.
Your contribution can help Anoop achieve his dream of being a lawyer!



MUKESH SEJU
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Mukesh hails from Surpura Khurd,
Bhopalgarh, in Rajasthan. His father is a
farmer, and his mother is a home-maker.
Their family of five is supported solely by
his father’s annual earnings of
INR 65,000.

A hardworking and sincere student,
Mukesh was determined to succeed
even in the face of great adversity.
Despite attending substandard coaching
with no books or proper teaching
facilities, Mukesh worked hard for CLAT
2017. IDIA recognized his drive to
succeed and shifted him to an affiliate
coaching centre (CrackClat), where
Mukesh’s perseverance and dedication
saw his performance rise dramatically.

With additional coaching from the IDIA
Rajasthan Chapter, he has performed

exceptionally well in CLAT and secured a seat at the top law school in the country
- NLSIU, Bangalore! Mukesh believes that the interactive teaching methods used
by IDIA volunteers helped him excel in CLAT 2017.

Mukesh wants to become a leading litigation lawyer. Apart from studies, Mukesh

likes to read books and play cricket.

Mukesh Seju secured Rank 8 in the Scheduled Caste category in CLAT. He secured a
seat in National Law School of India University, Bangalore.

NLSIU Bangalore generously provides fee waivers for IDIA Scholars. Other costs such
as nominal living expenses, internship expenses, etc. is around INR 1 lakh per annum.
Your contribution can help Mukesh achieve his dream of being a lawyer!



RAMAVATH SWARNA LATHA Im I A

Swarna Latha is a resident of Peddathanda
village, in the Nalgonda District of
Telangana. She belongs to the Lambadi
tribe. Her father is a farmer, and her
mother is a homemaker. Her family of 4
survives on an annual income of just
INR 60,000.

Despite facing many hardships, Swarna
Latha completed her schooling from the
Telangana Social Welfare Residential
School, Secunderabad with an impressive
G.P.A of 9.2 in Class 10%" and 76.9% in Class
120,

In addition to her studies, Swarna Latha
also actively participates in debates,
elocutions and youth parliaments. She has
won many awards at State level debate
and elocution competitions.

When asked about her inspiration, Swarna Latha gives a beautiful narration: “This
will seem silly 1 know, but my greatest inspiration is a lotus flower. A lotus starts
out in really murky dirty water in terrible conditions but despite that, it grows into
a beautiful flower that everyone loves and it even became the national flower of
India! If a lotus can do that, so can I.” (Translated from Telugu)

A very bright and diligent trainee, Swarna Latha was trained by the Hyderabad
Chapter of IDIA. Through her hard-work and determination, Swarna Latha has
secured an impressive rank in CLAT 2017, and is looking forward to joining a top
national law school!

Swarna Latha secured Rank 87 in the Schedule Tribe category in CLAT. She secured a
seat in GNLU, Gandhinagar.

The cost of completing a legal education at GNLU, Gandhinagar, inclusive of fees,
related costs and nominal living expenses, is around INR3-3.5 lakhs per annum. Your
contribution can help Swarna Latha achieve her dream of being a lawyer!



DEEPTI SHINDE

Deepti hails from Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
Life sprang an unfortunate surprise for
Deepti in her 8th standard, when her father
was diagnosed with a rare medical condition
that left him mostly bedridden. To support
their family of three, her mother took up a
job of a junior school teacher, taking their
family income up to a mere INR 1,20,000 a
year. Deepti barely managed to complete
her 12t standard as her family struggled to
make ends meet. Despite these hardships,
she secured a commendable 75% in her 12t
board exam!

Given the dire financial constraints at home,
Deepti initially assumed that she would not
be able to pursue her higher education.
Fortunately, at this critical juncture, Deepti
came across IDIA’s Madhya Pradesh chapter
through a recommendation from the socio-
legal cell of NLIU-Bhopal. The IDIA-MP team signed her up at an affiliate coaching
institute (Success Ahead) that agreed to train her free of cost, and supplemented
her coaching with their own personal guidance.

Determined to succeed, Deepti worked hard and burnt the midnight oil to crack
CLAT. All her efforts paid off when she performed extremely well in CLAT 2017!

Deepti aspires to study at a top national law school. Using the tool of law, she
wants to empower herself and make herself aware of her rights and duties.
Deepti hopes to become a judge one day, to do justice to the social and economic
problems in society. A to-be first generation lawyer, this dynamic girl also likes to
explore her creative side through painting!

Deepti Shinde secured Rank 87 in the Schedule Caste category in CLAT. She secured a
seat in National Law University, Jodhpur.

The cost of completing a legal education at National Law University, Jodhpur,
inclusive of fees, related costs and nominal living expenses, is around INR 3.5 lakhs
per annum. Your contribution can help Deepti achieve her dream of being a lawyer!
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AARIF NABI

Aarif hails from one of Kashmir’s worst
militant-hit zones, Pattan, a small town in
Baramullah district of Jammu and
Kashmir. He lives in a joint family. His
father is a farmer by occupation and
earns a salary of INR 4,000 per month,
and his mother is a homemaker. Being
the eldest of the three siblings, he always
had a sense of responsibility. Despite not
having a strong financial background,
Aarif never stopped chasing his dreams
and never settled for anything but the
best!

Aarif was introduced to law and IDIA by

his cousin Musharaf, also an IDIA scholar,

at NUJS, Kolkata. So determined was he

to study law that he travelled all the way

to Delhi from Pattan to train with the
Delhi Chapter of IDIA.

The past year has been tough on Aarif - language barriers and entrance
examination pressure tested his mettle. Not one to lose sight of his goal, Aarif
worked extremely hard and along with the help of IDIA’s affiliate partners, IMS
and LST, performed with aplomb in CLAT and AILET, the two leading law entrance
examinations in the country!

When asked what he expects from life at an NLU, Aarif confidently states “I have
learnt so much in this year and | am still learning. Throughout the year | have
learnt from books and now | will learn from my life experiences. Finally, | am
getting a platform where | can form my own opinions and influence the society.
Hoping to have a long and fruitful journey ahead.”

Aarif aspires to become an asset to society, an inspiration to his younger siblings
and friends from Pattan, and wishes to contribute towards the development of
society!

Aarif Nabi secured Rank 2 in the category of seats for residents of Jammu and
Kashmir in AILET. He secured a seat at NLU Delhi.

NLU Delhi generously provides fee waivers for IDIA Scholars. Other costs such as
nominal living expenses, internship expenses, etc. are around INR 1 lakh per annum.
Your contribution can help Aarif achieve his dream of being a lawyer!
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ARITRA MONDAL

Aritra’s story is truly one of grit and
determination to overcome the odds
in life. He lost his father when he was
in Class XlI. Suddenly, his hitherto
steady life was brought to a shocking
grind. With no source of income, as his
mother was a homemaker, Aritra
dropped out of school after Class Xl to
shoulder the responsibility of running
his house. After a year, he realised that
he needed to educate himself to
support his mother and younger sister.
With this thought in mind, Aritra
decided to start afresh.

As luck would have it, he happened to

be a neighbour of one of our IDIA team

members! He was put in touch with

IDIA when he expressed his desire to
study law. From then onwards, there was no looking back.

Aritra first attempted CLAT in 2015 and his rank would’ve seen him gain admission
at one of the top national law schools, NUJS Kolkata. Unfortunately, the
disruption in his school life, along with other onerous circumstances resulted in
his inability to clear his 12t" standard board examinations, thus tragically rendering
his outstanding CLAT performance invalid.

Nonetheless, determined as he was to become a lawyer, Aritra attempted CLAT
again in 2017 (with IDIA’s affiliate partner Do-Zen) after clearing his board
examinations. His never-say-die spirit saw him sail through CLAT with success
once again!

Though his financial situation is still grim and his family relies on support from
relatives, Aritra wishes to study law to fight for justice. A positive thinker with an
indomitable attitude, Aritra also loves to play the guitar in his spare time.

Aritra Mondal secured Rank 92 in the Schedule Caste category in CLAT. He secured a
seat in National Law University, Jodhpur.

The cost of completing a legal education at National Law University, Jodhpur,
inclusive of fees, related costs and nominal living expenses, is around INR 3.5 lakhs
per annum. Your contribution can help Aritra achieve his dream of being a lawyer!



BHATT RAJ
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Bhatt Raj hails from the small village of
Sarwari, Barmar in Rajasthan.

His father is a farmer and his mother is a
homemaker. With two younger siblings
pursuing their schooling, his family of five
is supported by his father’s annual income
of just INR 60,000!

A hardworking and sincere student, Bhatt
Raj graduated from Dr. B. R Ambedkar
Government Residential School. He was
introduced to IDIA by his English teacher
and there began his journey to pursue law.

He was trained by the Rajasthan Chapter of
IDIA- and IDIA’s affiliate institution
(CrackCLAT) for one year. His hard work
and perseverance paid off and Bhatt Raj
now looks forward to studying at a top
national law school!

When asked about his aspirations, Bhatt Raj responds with his characteristic soft
spoken determination that he wants to pursue law so that he can provide legal
aid to the needy and uphold justice in the society.

An avid reader, he also enjoys watching movies and listening to music.

Bhatt Raj secured Rank 103 in the Schedule Caste category in CLAT. He secured a seat

in Gujarat National Law University, Gandhinagar.

The cost of completing a legal education at Gujarat National Law University,
Gandhinagar, inclusive of fees, related costs and nominal living expenses, is around
INR 3 - 3.5 lakhs per annum. Your contribution can help Bhatt Raj achieve his dream

of being a lawyer!



BANOTH SUNDARSHYAM

Sundarshyam hails from Bethampudi village
in Khammam District of Telangana State. He
belongs to the nomadic Lambadi Tribe. His
father is an agricultural labourer and his
mother is a part time agricultural labourer.
His family of five is supported by his father’s
annual income of INR 90,000.

Despite severe adversities, Sundarshyam’s
academic record is par excellence. He scored
an impressive 9.2 CGPA in Class 10 and 92.7 %
in Class 12 (science stream).

Trained and mentored by IDIA’s Hyderabad
Chapter, Sundarshyam’s zest to succeed
resulted in him performing well in CLAT 2017!
Sundarshyam secured a seat at a top
national law school in the country where he
aspires to do utmost justice to his academic
potential!

Sundarshyam secured Rank 39 in the Schedule Tribe category in CLAT. He secured a

seat in NALSAR, Hyderabad.

The cost of completing a legal education at NALSAR, Hyderabad, inclusive of fees,
related costs and nominal living expenses, is around INR 3.7 lakhs per annum. Your
contribution can help Sundershyam achieve his dream of being a lawyer!
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SAIKH JIYARUL HOQUE
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Saikh  Jiyarul Hoque hails from
Purbashripati Nagar, South 24 Parganas,
West Bengal. Despite his visual
impairment and poverty, he s
determined to achieve his goal of
becoming a successful lawyer. Jiyarul
has been a source of inspiration to
many. His father is a farmer and his
mother is a homemaker. His family of
five is supported by his father’s annual
income of INR 1, 00,000!

Jiyarul is a very hard working and sincere
student who graduated from
Narendrapur Ramakrishna Mission Blind
Boys School. He was introduced to IDIA
through a sensitisation conducted in his
school by the IDIA West Bengal Chapter.

Thereafter he was trained by IDIA’s
affiliate partner, IMS.

Jiyarul aspires to be a lawyer, support his family financially and help the needy. In
his words, “Society always say that please help the blind, so they don’t feel left out. |
want to prove it that we are not a burden, but contributors for the betterment of

the society at large.”

With this focus and determination, Jiyarul aspires to study at a top law school.
This young would be lawyer is also interested in classical music and loves to play

the violin.

Saikh Jiyarul Hoque secured Rank 61 in the Specially Abled Person category in CLAT.
He secured a seat in National Law University, Odisha.

The cost of completing a legal education at National Law University, Odisha, inclusive
of fees, related costs and nominal living expenses, is around INR 3 - 3.5 lakhs per
annum. Your contribution can help Jiyarul achieve his dream of being a lawyer!
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—eemeee. MUKESh TOomar hails from Kekadiya, a small
village in Madhya Pradesh. He belongs to a
below poverty line family with an annual
income of less than INR 30,000. His fatheris a
daily wage labourer who earns a meager wage
of INR 100-200 per day and his mother is a
homemaker. He has two younger siblings who
are studying in school and one elder sister who
was married at a very early age.

MUKESH TOMAR

Despite his adverse financial situation at home,
Mukesh has always been a bright student and
secured 9.4 C.G.P.A in his 10th C.B.S.E. board
examinations and 87% in his12th C.B.S.E. board
examinations.

Mukesh’s excellent track record caught the

attention of an NGO (Abhadya Education and

Welfare Society) which helped him pursue his

higher studies. Mukesh also secured a
scholarship from the Madhya Pradesh Government for having performed well in
his board examinations.

It was with the help of Abhadya Education and Welfare Society and a colleague’s
reference that IDIA Madhya Pradesh Chapter came in contact with Mukesh.
Mukesh was determined to pursue law as he saw some lawyers in Abhadya
Education and Welfare Society use the tool of law for empowerment. A
hardworking and bright student, he was trained extensively by the IDIA Madhya
Pradesh Chapter.

Mukesh will be the first person in his family to pursue higher education. After
graduation, Mukesh wishes to pursue a career in the judicial services or litigation
so that he can support his family and siblings.

Mukesh Tomar secured rank 73 in Schedule Tribe category in CLAT. He secured a seat
in National Law Institute University, Bhopal.

The cost of completing a legal education at NLIU, Bhopal, inclusive of fees, related
costs and nominal living expenses, is around INR 3.5 lakhs per annum. Your
contribution can help Mukesh achieve his dream of being a lawyer!
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SUPPORT US

The cost of completing legal education at the National Law Universities inclusive of
fees, related costs and nominal living expenses, is around INR 3.5 lakhs per annum.
Your contribution can help the IDIA Scholars achieve their dreams of being lawyers.

To support us, please visit our website <www.idialaw.com>, where our account
and other details are listed under the button: “Donate to IDIA”.

For additional queries, please contact:

Prof (Dr.) Shamnad Basheer, Founder and Managing Trustee:
shamnad@idialaw.com (9818825148)

Swaraj Barooah: Executive Vice President: swaraj@idialaw.com (9958417277)
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